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COUNTRY : China 
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SUBJECT s Assassination of LIN Pino 


DATE OF INFORMATION, 26 Mey 1947 


© 25K1 


- Zhe following report w 42 attempt & Oompilation of the various and 
often conflicting reports concerning the shooting or attempted shooting or 
ramera of shooting of General Liv Piao, Communist military commander of 
forces in Manchurian area. _ 


2X1 Ce Ey Fae ate piintormation concer | 
assaasination of LIN Piao ate March or earl 


MA Rewspapers, though with a few 


“25x1 


E With thet round f 
additional details supplied. 


Qa the 7th of April, 1947, at 1000 in the morning, a conference was 
held at Harbin between General LIN Pino, aoe commander of the Comaunists 
in Manoburie, and Mayor LIU Cheng-tung { 2 of Harbin, military 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


‘Gireetor of operations for the Sungohiang District area. Various military 


walt comendera were present, and a atormy conference ensued for about three 
hours. The main subject of argument was digeension by LIU and argument = 55x, 
ageinat LIN Pino's strategy in the February-March campaign against Changohun 


' and Kirin, end the latter's plen for reeattempting such a drive. LIW 


reportedly had been in faver of taking both Changchun and Kirin by ferce|_ | 
uo matter what the cost, for sake of prestige and for control of central 
Manchuria, LIV violently opposed and attacked this idea, stating thet the 
February attack had been far too costly because of Lil's determination to do 
that, and thet it would be far better to consolidate the Coumunist lines as 
they Were, cerry on guerrille warfare, and await an eventual weakening of 

the Sationalist position wt which time the Camunist military could attack 

in a wide arc, seize grain and military supplies, and then retreat strategi- 
sally to prepared positions. As the arcuaent grew hotter, apparently LIU 
made some remerk to the effect that LIN’s obsession for taking Changohun 

even in the face of high eshelan opposition was scmplete folly and responsible 
for Communist reverses in Manchuria. This insubordination apparently 
infuriated LIN, who drew a small caliber pistol to shoot LIU. at a sign 

from LIU, his bedyguard and hepohman, CHANG Heveh-Lin {28 year old younger 
weather of the Young Marshall, Chang HsueheShih and Chang Hsueh Ming), 
quickly drew his own weapon, a Mauser pistol, and shot LIN in the abdomen. 
“IM in falling, fired at CHANG and killed his. LIV was held in custody and 


 Webaequently executed. LIN was rushed to the hospital, and died two days 955x4 


dater on May Sth. LI LieSan started a therough investigation of the shooting 
when he heard about it in Chie Mu-SSue He was in no way implicated. There 


. were no Korean leaders present or concerned in the shooting» 


nocts og oF pay ietnally eleiteg [Yana tne 2 
shocting of LIN Piao occurred on 29 Meroh in a late afternoon discussion 


ef strategy with Harbin milit leaders. 


No drinking of aleoholio beverages was in evi-« 


ee a8 a possible stimulus to unpremeditated shooting. 


pwevar. anteine Gv CHANG whot LIN without authorisation or signal, 
end that the arguuent was quite general in nature, with several minor military 
deaders agguing openly with LLI and threate him. His later version 
placed ant @ of the shooting as May 8th{?Apud 
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the mid-April Changohun and uukde: newe atory of the death of Lik Fiac mizkt 

be completely without truth. It wae his Opinion, however, that Lili wae not 

shot at any conference with Mayor LIU (er Mayor LIU's brother, a leeal mili- 
fie! or by the youngest of the GHANG brothers. 

Lelieved that LIN had teen sub jeeted to an sesavsin- 

z an 7 €2 Unknown group of agents, and that at worst enuly a flesh 
wouha had been inflicted. His Gpinion was that Nationalist intelligence 
soureée wore doing seme wishful thinking, but eireuleted the atory of Li's 

de than because of real belief in it, ee e2-).< 
the atte.pted shooting might have been the work of either 

@nhiist agents, or hirelings of # rival communist elique or a Manchurian 
for the Manchuria grow, cut that proof was entirely leoking. However, it 
éid seem evident from the oxtrene security measures and hushing~up policy cf 
the Comuniests in Harbin that such an Sssassination attenpt had ceen made, 
wat with word of some people that LIN had Fe-appeared in public after a threee 
week “retirenent", that the attempt had failed. lie placed the date uneertainly 
aa Semetice about the beginning of April. 


The most that can be er ae from the ascounts of 9X1 
varicus refugees concerning the LIE Piao | & is that it appears to be an 


a 
Li 


the situation at all. Whereas this Feaction might be only netural, 25x11 

refugees in question sensed © certain tensenesa and @train on the 
S.tuitien, which added to “leakage” rumors, ware a cit extraordinary. The 5X4 
most ecnaistent runcr 


was that the assassination attempt was a premeditated 
attack at a meeting between LIN and various Korean ond Chinese Comcunist mili-« 
tery leaders. The attack was made by several Korean leaders, who had for 
some tine felt that LIN wos a stumbling Lleck to the plans of their elique 
fer control in wanchuria. The reports vary between Li¥ dying of wounds received 
to Lil recovering rapidly from minor wounds sustained, aad the sempe of the 
struggle varies between a man-for-man gun fight between LIN and « “trigger man® 
end & fulleseale brawl. . Sowever, again the most persistent 
and well-founded and best-inforned ports cate that the sheoting beaane o 
bat general if very brief, and that the figure of Koreara and chinese impli- 
ented ware nine and: twe Feapectively, and that all of those who had not en 
Shot on the spot were executed immediately afterwards. Sees the 25X11 


dats of the shooting ia placed (by rumor) at somewhere oF = gtebhy 
om the Sth, LIS supposedly recovered 25K 
Supervision of news was very strict. a interesting to note 
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andes 


that the *besteisfarned" runer @lsc lndleated Korean-Li Li-San 25X14 
_eliqne control ef Bart et least partially canfiraed 
| predicted on basis of "good 

‘ore: 7 Seat « general Communist offensive in eentral danchuria nould be 


at the period 
ue 6-15] BGTT seus Ty sen as that during which the "scsessina~ 
ons i, ot that tine, a there were general runers ef 011 serts 


ma death or wounding method ‘af ite lisheent, ao dsfi~- 
bean yet offered, eee 28x 
later (in mid-April) that an assaseination 
Koreans a2 “sannen fodder 


weunded, Yet although LI Li-Sam backed up the seeret nveatigations 
fe aes ae A ae Rlacad Gilgus, mes Mil caste tat ce 
‘ mak was ful 1 

bs made om LIN's life : Ay_smre test se 
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meee so. Te , eQNEIDENTIAY 
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